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ince the American Civil War, scores of African 
Americans have served with great distinction. 
Through thousands of historical accounts, 

photographs, and documentary evidence, Robert 
Jefferson introduces the 89 black soldiers who 
continued forward when all odds were against them. 
The heroes within these pages faced certain death 
and definite danger without flinching.  
 
Jefferson paints a vivid portrait of African-American 
soldiers who carried the flag of freedom and how they reshaped the very definition of courage under 
fire during some of the most harrowing moments in United States military history. In turn, their courage 
and determination left an indelible mark on the American portrait.  
 
“This is a thoughtful, engaging, and important book, and it is essential reading for anyone who wants to 
understand how service and sacrifice have preserved our freedom.” 
—Col. Jack Jacobs, US Army (Ret.), NBC News military analyst and recipient of the Congressional Medal 
of Honor 
 
“Brothers in Valor is a superb history of the 89 courageous African-American Servicemen who were 
awarded the Medal of Honor from the bloody Civil War to the bitter struggles of Vietnam…Dr. 
Jefferson’s beautifully researched book is not just a spellbinding tale of unbelievable acts of courage, but 
also explores the reality of soldiers who struggled against an enemy on two fronts…These brave men 
had to face the storm of battle and also fight to be recognized as patriots, heroes, and leaders. America 
has unfinished business in the struggle for equality. This magnificent book raises up as examples brave 
men who America can learn from.”  
—Barry R. McCaffrey, USA (Ret), NBC News National Security Commentator 
 
About the Author 
Robert F. Jefferson, Jr. is an Associate Professor of History and at the University of New Mexico. Dr. 
Jefferson holds the PhD in African American History from the University of Michigan. Originally from 
South Carolina, he currently resides in Albuquerque, New Mexico. 
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